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Snoqualmie Forest Stewardship in action: Mount Si 
High School Honors Society, April 2017. 
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Executive Summary 

In June 2014, the City of Snoqualmie completed an Urban Forest Strategic Plan to guide the 

ÍÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ 3ÎÏÑÕÁÌÍÉÅȭÓ ÅØÔÅÎÓÉÖÅ urban forest assets.  To help manage and restore 

3ÎÏÑÕÁÌÍÉÅȭÓ open space and forested land, the plan recommended that a community 

stewardship model, in which citizens volunteer their time be used in open space restoration. 

Launched by Forterra in 2004, the Green Cities Program is just such a program, with volunteers 

recruited to assist with open space restoration based on the results of a forest health 

assessment. Two key elements of the program are Forest Stewards, or volunteers trained to 

conduct independent restoration events in select circumstances; and that the program unites 

multiple restoration partners under one platform to simplify program tracking and recruitment. 

Both features help reduce city costs, increase leveraged funding and improve restoration 

success in the long term. Under the King Conservation District (KCD) Urban Forestry Health 

Management Program, the City applied for and received technical assistance to develop a 2016-

2017 forest health assessment, enabling it to join the eight other Green Cities in Puget Sound. 

The Green Snoqualmie Forest Management and Stewardship Plan reviews the 1051 acres of 

open space owned by the City and the Snoqualmie Ridge ROA. This open space is broken down 

into 314 individual management units, each assigned a number indicating its level of health by 

comparing tree canopy composition to invasive species cover ɀ a primary threat to long-term 

forest health. The plan allows the City to: 

1. Prioritize forest stewardship areas, based on 

environmental and fiscal efficacies; 

2. Assign areas viable for volunteer-led 

restoration, galvanizing community 

stewardship;  and 

3. Deliver cost-projections to forecast long term 

management needs and grant requests. 

Major Findings 
 
Forested Areas:   881 acres 
Natural Areas:     169 acres 
 
High-value, coniferous 
forest: 

          461 acres 

Significant invasive species 
present on: 

          283 acres 
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This Stewardship Plan was written with collaborative input from all Green Snoqualmie Partners. 

It is a strategic, prioritized roadmap to restore 1051 acres of open space acres over the next 20 

years. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Green Snoqualmie Partnership volunteers, after hard work at the 

Earth and Arbor Day restoration event at Azalea Park, April 2017. 






















































































































































































